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' See in my experienmce - and that includes my reading of history 


Maybe some of you might think this is neither the time nor the 
place for political speeches. 


But whether we like it or not, the issue of Elspeth King's 
removal as curator of the People's Palace is a political issue. 
Councillor Lally himself says it. Worw 
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~ there is only one way, fundamentally, that the working class 
gets anything and that's by going onto the streets and 
demanding it. 


I suppose nobody knew better than Robert Burns himself the 
truth of his own famous line about the best laid schemes o mice 
an mem. 


In his own short life Burns saw nearly all his best laid plans 
collapse aboot his ears. 
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As he stood on the stony ground of Mossgeil, wi the riddle in 
his hands, he could say: ‘O Christ - the riddlins o the 
universe!' He took respoonsibilty for the choice he had made. 
And he could smile. Even if it was a sad smile. 


Like the rest of us, Burns could be a sage in the abstract but 
maybe not too clever in the business of making the system work 
for him. 


Of course, it's one thing to make plans and schemes which 
affect only yourself and the people nearest to you. When they 
go agley, it's only you and yours that are in the shit. 


It's another thing altogether to make plans and schemes for the 
populace as a whole. Burns knew this. This is why Burns was a 
poet and not a politician. He was too moral to be a politician. 


The people who make plans and schemes for the populace as a 
whole - the politicians and the financiers - when their plans 
and schemes go wrong - they just walk away. 


They don't carry the can. They don't shoulder the 
responsibility. 


Glasgow has had more than its fair share of planners and 
schemers of this latter sort. Mostly they were politicians and 
businessmen. 


The people of Glasgow have suffered at their hands more than 
any other people in any other city in the industrialised world. 


And naturally there has been a response to this suffering. The 
history of the working class in Glasgow is the history of 
disobedience, distrust of parliamentary representatives, 
dissent, in schools, in prisons, and in slums; pure hatred of 
the middle classes and all they stand for, and rebellion 
against the mores and customs and - above all - the language of 
that upper class. 


There it is. There it is, There's your definition of working- 
class culture. The culture of the proles. Maybe Julian Spalding 
and his friends cannot define it. We can fucking defdine it. 


Elspeth King can define it. Micheal Donellly can define it. 
Every author in the WORKERS CITY anthology could define it. And 


the twenty thousand people who bought and paid for that book 
seemed to be able to define it. 


Ken Lingston said on the cover of his book: "If Parliament 
could change anything, they'd have abolished it years ago." 


Now that book was aimed at the working class. But Ken 
livingston knew that he was only saying what the working class 
already knew. That truth was Part of the working-class culture 
that I was brought up with forty years ago. My father told me 
that same truth when I was about six years old. 


The only odd thing about Ken Livingston was that he had to 
become a Member of the House of Commons to find out what every 
prole in the street already knew. And indeed had known for a 
hundred years. 


That simple little truth of course is part of every-day 
proletarian culture, 


It is into these awkward dead zones you have -to go when you're 
looking to dis¢éver what the proles_are all about: “what working 
-class culture is all about. It-is of course -dangerous terrain 
for~politicians. They like to see the_working class as football 


_~hooligans. By god, -give them a poor working-class guy with a 
a few drinks in him following his team and they'll show you what 


The ‘working-~ér should I say the - workless-class poor are 
_-—~ here. and they're here to stay. 
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€en centered on unemployment and/or low wages. In other words 
it has always been an industrial/economic battle. This mode is 
exemplified in Jimmy Reid's "Right to Work! campaign of the 
seventies. For Capitalism it's easy meat: because it doesn't 
will the end of Capitalism - it asks only that Capitalism be 


Certainly mass unemployment is a terrifying experience for the 
working class. It is right that socialists should do battle on 
that ground. But for too long we've kidded ourselves that that 
one battleground is the whole war, This is why the trade union 
movement and the party politicals of the Left make very little 
impact. Concentrating the battle on the political/economic 
front suits the captialists admirably. 


